
The custody of Leicester's archives 
from 1273 to 1947 
by A. K. B. Evans 

From the time of their earliest recorded mention the Leicester archives were 
kept in the town hall in the custody of the town clerk. Eighteenth-century 
antiquaries used them freely, but subsequently their condition deteriorated. 
Mid-nineteenth-century historians found them in chaotic order and affected 
by damp and rats. Spurred by members of this Society and of the 
Leicestershire Literary and Philosophical Society, the reformed corporation 
of Leicester authorized some conservation in the 1840s and the provision of 
a muniment room in the new town hall in 1878. Meanwhile, in the new 
Town Museum (opened in 1849), collections of documents relevant to the 
history of the county had been deposited by local antiquaries; and this 
Society pressed the Town Council to include a muniment room in a 
proposed extension to the Museum. It opened in 1930, with Leicester's first 
professional archivist. In 1932 some of the town's historic records were 
transferred there (the rest followed in 1951 and 1952). During World War 
II, under the scholarly and energetic direction of Eleanor Cottrill, it rescued 
from destruction a wide range of historical documents and acquired major 
collections such as the Leicester Archdeaconry Records and the 
Leicestershire Records of the Society of Friends. 

The earliest repository of the city's muniments seems to have been a locked chest 
which came to be kept in Leicester's first purpose-built town hall. This new hall was 
erected on a corner site opposite St Nicholas church, on land bought with this 
intention in the early 1250s. A quarter of a century passed before the mayor and 
burgesses were in a position to put up the building, and in the meantime their 
business was conducted in rented premises also in St Nicholas parish. 1 The first 
mention of the chest specifically as a receptacle for muniments and charters occurs in 
1332-3 when it was repaired;2 but clearly it had by then been in use for some time. In 
1273 the 'community chest' was mentioned when its keys were handed on to new 
custodians.3 At that date the new town hall had not been completed, so the chest 
must then have been housed in the rented accommodation. If it was the same chest as 
that mentioned in 1333, which seems probable, the town's archives had their first 
known home there. 
1. Records of the Borough of Leicester: being a series of extracts from the archives of the Corporation of Leicester, 

1103-1327, edited by M. Bateson [hereafter RBL, 1], pp.71, 82, 92; 51, 52, 53, 115. London: 
Cambridge University Press, 1899; Records of the Borough of Leicester: being a series of extracts from the 
archives of the Corporation of Leicester, 1327-1509, edited by M. Bateson [hereafter RBL, 2], pp.383-4. 
London: Cambridge University Press, 1901 

2. RBL, 2, p.12 
3. RBL, 1, p.114 
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When the new town hall (or mayor's hall as it was more often called) was finished, 
the chest would have been transferred there with the borough's other office 
furnishings. This was at some date between 127 4, when the mayor presented an 
account of the total cost of the building (£6 9s. 3d.),4 and 1276, when a council 
meeting held there is first recorded. 5 Extra containers for documents were 
subsequently found necessary: in 1323 two boxes were bought to hold the records of 
inquests; in 1326-7 a little sack to hold parchment rolls; and in 1338-9 a leather bag 
and in 1365-6 another sack for the same purpose. For the preservation of a charter of 
the town's privileges, in 1378-9 a special receptacle, described as a hamper, was 
purchased. The common chest remained in use for storing muniments: in 1351-2 a 
new lock was made for it, and the lock was repaired in 1372-3 and given a new key. 6 

Clearly, the town officials had a strong sense of responsibility for their documents. 
When new chamberlains took office, an indenture was drawn up to witness the 
handing over of relevant property deeds. In 1399 such an indenture7 recorded that 
eleven charters, concerning tenements in Great Glen, Billesdon, Leicester and 
Stretton, had been formally passed on. The first surviving catalogue of the borough 
records belongs to 1492. 8 It mentions thirteen charters, of which at least eight can be 
identified with surviving documents, and seven boxes of deeds, concerning tenements 
in Whetstone, Ratcliffe, Thrussington, Cossington, Ashby Magna, and Leicester. 

This catalogue must have been compiled by the town clerk, who not only did the 
writing of official documents but was also responsible for the custody of the 
community's archives. The earliest known payments to clerks for writing official 
records seem to have been ad hoe, for particular tasks such as the records of inquests or 
rolls of assessment for bridge-tallage. But in 1277-8 Roger of Chaddesden described 
himself as 'clerk of the community' when attesting a charter, and in the same year the 
mayor accounted for 3s. paid to 'Roger the clerk towards his pay'.9 It looks as if the 
town had a permanent salaried clerk at least from 1277-8. From 13b0, when the 
regular series of mayor's accounts begins, until 1379, when it ends, a succession of 
such town clerks can be discerned: John of London in 1300, followed by Roger of 
Stow in 1306; Adam Scapelory from 1309 to 1314; then Peter Attebridge from 1314 
to 1327, Robert of Foxton from 1332 to 1345, and William of Dore from 1345 to 
1379. The clerk's basic salary was 6s. 8d., but he was paid extra for special 
assignments such as tallage rolls, and was allowed 6d. a year for parchment. Moreover, 
the mayor was given 40s. a year for the clerk's keep. When, from 1375, he was not fed 
at the mayor's table, the allowance of 40s. was paid directly to him, but described as 
his fee; his former salary of 6s. 8d. was then paid to him as parchment-fee, and the 
extra 6d. for parchment was discontinued. 10 

In 1379 an administrative reorganization allowed only 20s. for the mayor's clerk. 11 

Perhaps he received further payment from the chamberlains, whom he also served. 
The gap in surviving chamberlains' accounts after 1379 makes this untraceable until 
151 7, the date of the next extant account. By then, the chamberlains were paying the 
mayor's clerk an annual fee of 6s. 8d.; but this seems to have been in virtue of his other 
4. RBL, 1, p.115 
5. RBL, 1, p.168 
6. RBL, 1, pp.342, 354; RBL, 2, pp.46, 141, 170, 77, 147 
7. RBL, 2, p .165 
8 . RBL, 2, p .341 
9. RBL, 2, pp.179, 387 
10. RBL, 2, pp.8, 1'2, 154, 170 
11. RBL, 2, pp.192-3 
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1. Plan of the ground floor of the Guildhall, showing the position of the Muniment Room. 
T .H. Fosbrooke and S.H. Skillington, 'The Old Town Hall of Leicester', TLAS, XIII (1923-4), plate 1, 

following p. 72 

office as clerk of the peace. In addition, he received specific payments for writing the 
chamberlains' accounts (3s. 4d.) and other documents, and for travelling on town 
business. 12 The appointment of the mayor's officers, including his clerk, had in 1489 

12. Records of the Borough of Leicester: being a series of extracts from the archives of the Corporation of Leicester, 1509-
1603, edited by M. Bateson [hereafter RBL, 3], pp.8, 56. London: Cambridge University Press, 1905 
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been restricted to the mayor and his bench of twenty-four jurats;13 and it is probable 
that it was at this date that the form of oath for the various borough officers was 
recorded. The clerk had to swear faithfully to keep the counsel and secrets of the 
town: 14 its documents would have formed part of this duty. 

By this date, the town hall opposite St Nicholas church (on the comer of Blue Boar 
Lane, then called Mayor's Hall Lane), although it had been rebuilt, presumably on a 
larger scale, in 1366,15 was proving inadequate for its functions. In January 1495, the 
Mayor, the twentyfour jurats and the fortyeight 'wiser inhabitants of the town' (added 
to the governing body in 1489) are recorded for the first time as having held their 
meeting in the hall of the Gild of Corpus Christi16 (next to St Martin's church). This 
hall, built c.1400, had already been lengthened to hold its own increased gild 
membership. When the town council began to meet there, a second enlargement 
became necessary, this time at right angles to the existing structure. Although for the 
next half-century the council continued to use the Corpus Christi Gild Hall for some, 
perhaps most, of its meetings, it is unlikely that the town clerk and the town archives 
moved from the mayor's hall in Blue Boar Lane, which was kept in use and repair. 
The lock on its door received attention in 1524-5, and another lock in 1547-8; in 
1549-50 it was redecorated with biblical paintings and the king's arms, and its bay
window was repaired. 17 

By this time, the gild of Corpus Christi, like other gilds and chantries, had been 
dissolved (in 1548) and its property annexed by the Crown. Nevertheless, the town 
council continued to hold its meetings in the convenient hall of the gild, and took over 
the expense of keeping it in a good state of repair. Its roof was re-slated in 1552-3; and 
in 15 5 5 extensive renovations were begun which included relaying foundations, 
levelling floors, reglazing and latticing the windows, and daubing the chimney. 18 

Since in the same period repair work was in progress on the town's hall in Blue Boar 
Lane (where in 1553-4 the mayor's bench was being widened with extra planks), the 
chamberlains differentiated between the two halls by referring to one as 'the mayor's 
hall' or 'the old hall', and the other as 'the town hall' or just 'the hall'. The renovations 
of 1555-6 seem to have been in preparation for a move of the town officials to the new 
hall, for in 1556-7 major work was undertaken on the mayor's study. All this occurred 
in a period in which, as far as documentary evidence is concerned, the Corpus Christi 
hall was in suspense; for it was not purchased by the town until 1563, 19 and no record 
of a rent paid for it appears in the chamberlains' accounts. Costly rebuilding would not 
have been embarked on unless the governing body of the town was confident of 
securing ownership: perhaps it held an interim grant of which at present no record is 
known. 

The mayor's study is of particular interest because this was where the town archives 
were to be kept. When the 1492 list of town charters and deeds was compiled, they 
were housed in what was called 'the treasure-house', which would have been in the 
hall in Blue Boar Lane. Before the move to the Corpus Christi Gild Hall, the 
13. RBL, 2, p.319 
14. RBL, 2, p.323 
15. RBL, 2, p.142 
16. RBL, 2, pp.350, 354 
17. RBL, 3, pp.26, 56, 64, 68, 70, 80 
18. RBL, 3, pp.72, 85 
19. RBL, 3, pp.107-8; T. H. Fosbrooke and S. K. Skillington, 'The Old Town Hall of Leicester', TLAS, 

13 (1923-4), pp.47-52; also printed separately as The Old Town Hall, Leicester, published for the 
Corporation of the City of Leicester by Edgar Backus, Leicester, 1925 
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muniments had been steadily augmented by the records of the administration's own 
activities: the parchment rolls of the merchant gild, the Portmanmoot, the tallage lists, 
and the mayor's and chamberlains' accounts.20 No administrative records survive for 
the period 1380 to 1467, and when they begin again the parchment rolls of the 
merchant gild had been replaced by paper books of the Common Hall, the name now 
given to the meeting formerly called the Morning-speech of the merchant gild. Quires 
of paper were subsequently purchased for the mayor's clerk, and a skin for a cover 
when the paper was made up into a book.21 From 1553 ready-made paper books were 
purchased for Hall Books;22 but the mayor's clerk still needed loose paper for drawing 
up the rough copies of the chamberlains' accounts from which fair copies were made 
on parchment: by 1572 he had an allowance of 3s. 4d. for paper. 23 

Incoming mayors received from their predecessors not only the town seal and 
standard measures but also documents relevant to their duties and the town's 
liberties. In 1511 William Wyggeston senior received two boxes of commissions and 
charters, and three books of town ordinances: the parchment Locked Book (of which 
this is the earliest mention), and two others, probably the fourteenth-century 
cartulary known as the Vellum Book, and the current Hall Book. 24 By 1551, besides 
the Locked Book there were three Hall Books to be handed on, as well as two books 
of copies of the acts of parliament, 25 and the register called the Great Paper Book, 
now known as the Town Book of Acts. In 1540 the contributions made by the 
various town gilds towards the costs of securing from Henry VIII a grant of two 
additional fairs had been by general consent enrolled or registered in this Town 
Book, 'there to remayne as a memoryall for ever'. 26 When in 1554 confirmation of 
previous charters was sought from Mary, contributions were also made by the ten 
wards of the town and by the Twentyfour and the Fortyeight; and among the 
payments made was 2d. for taking off the lock of the case holding the old charter 
and putting it on again, and the hire of a man and a horse to take the old charter to 
London via Northampton. A new 'long box' was purchased to hold Mary's charter 
when it came.27 Two further muniment boxes were bought in 1557-8 'to ley in the 
charter and leasys'. All these receptacles were in addition to the old locked chest 

20. For the period up to 1380, Merchant Gild Rolls survive from 1196; Portmanmoot rolls from c.1260; 
tallage lists from 1267; Mayor's Accounts from 1300; and Chamberlains' Accounts from 1376 (these 
begin after John of Gaunt's charter in 1375 which leased the borough of Leicester to the Mayor and 
burgesses at a yearly rent, RBL, 2, pp.149-52 

21. RBL, 3, pp .30, 32, 52 
22. RBL, 3, pp.79, 127, 147,161,246. The Hall Books were also called Registers of the Common Hall, 

RBL, 3, p.187 
23. RBL, 3, p .147. The paper drafts of the sixteenth-century Chamberlains' Accounts were bound up into 

books in the mid-nineteenth century. The account for 1574-5 mentions payment to the mayor's clerk 
for writing both the paper and the engrossed [on parchment) copy, RBL, 3, p.161 

24. RBL, 3, p .3. The Old Lockt Book contains copies of documents enrolled in the Portmanmoot, the 
earliest being a lease of 1477, RBL, 2, p.297. The Vellum Book was first mentioned when repaired 
with parchment in 1340-1, RBL, 2, p.47 

25. RBL, 3, pp.66-7. The present Hall Book I, covering the years 1467 to 1583, was originally two books, 
which were first bound together in 1756. The two books of Acts, manuscript compilations of copies of 
royal statutes and Acts of Parliament from Edward I to Henry VI, survive. Later purchases of books of 
current statutes are recorded in the Chamberlains' Accounts, e.g. for 1571-2, 1581-2, 1584-5, 1588-9, 
1592-3, RBL, 3, pp.138, 190,220,255,293 

26. RBL, 3, p.45. The Great Paper Book is mentioned again in 1582-3 when a different set of payments 
was recorded in it, RBL, 3, p .147 

27. RBL, 3, pp.72, 76-80. The town was divided into twelve wards in 1484, but by 1554 there were only 
ten. A petition to Elizabeth I in 1587 pleaded the decay of the town, containing only six parishes and 
ten wards where previously there had been thirty parishes (sic) and twelve wards, RBL, 3, p.232 
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which held charters and evidences; and there was a chest where accounts were kept, 
secured by a padlock bought in 1563-4.28 

It is possible that the archives in their chests, bags and boxes had already been 
moved to the new town hall (the Corpus Christi Gildhall) as soon as work on the 
mayor's study there was completed in 1557, six years before the town became its 
owner. The work was thorough, involving stone foundations, threshold timbers, 
plastered and whitewashed walls, a timber ceiling, 13 feet of panes of glass and 
fourteen iron mullions, besides slating and guttering.29 For the study to have 
accommodated a window with fourteen mullions, it must have been a room of 
considerable size. Perhaps it occupied the hall's western arm, which then had no 
horizontal divisions and rose loftily to the roof. The alteration which inserted two 
upper floors in this part of the hall occurred some time in the next few decades. It has 
been dated to 1567, 30 for no stated reason but perhaps because the chamberlains' 
accounts for that year record payment for a scaffold in the hall; and less persuasively to 
1593,31 again with no reference to support the date, but the year's accounts mention 
repairs to the chimney in the mayor's parlour involving 84 lbs of wrought iron bars and 
23 dozen bricks. Building work was going on in the new hall all through the 1560s32 

(including moving a door from the old hall to the new in 1564-5), and it seems likely 
that such a major alteration, providing extra rooms on the upper floor, was undertaken 
soon after the town achieved permanent possession in 1563. 

The mayor's study was first mentioned as a repository for records in 1589 when 
arrangements were made for the custody of Elizabeth I's new charter of incorporation. 
It was to be kept in a box with three locks and three keys (one each for the mayor, the 
Recorder, and the chamberlains), 'the which boxe is extante in the studdye at the 
Hall' .33 A reference to the study a few years later shows that this was not a special 
provision made for the charter, for in 1594 when a lease was deposited to be kept 
among the records of the town it was put 'in a box in the study under two locks and 
two keys'. 34 The number of storage receptacles for muniments was steadily increased 
by periodic purchases of more boxes;35 and the muniments themselves multiplied. In 
1596 it was ordered that no mayor should retain any documents concerning the town 
after his year of office had expired, but that they were to be kept at the town hall 
amongst the records there.36 This must have added to the archives to be stored, and it 
is not surprising that just over a decade later it was necessary to install in the study 'a 
nest of Boxes .. . to keepe drye the Towne's Wrytinges' .37 

This sounds an ominous note, suggesting either that the mayor's study was not 
weatherproof or that an overflow of documents was being stored unsuitably elsewhere. 
A box for safe custody of evidences was said in 1595 to be in the Chamber of the 
town:38 it is not clear where that Chamber was. Possibly the term was used for the 

28. RBL, 3, pp.93, 67, 112 
29. RBL, 3, pp.86-87. The study cannot at this date have been the small, dark muniment room in the 

Guildhall described by James Thompson and John Jeaffreson in the nineteenth century 
30. On plate VI in Fosbrooke and Skillington, 'Old Town Hall', as n.19; RBL, 3, p.120 
31. V.C.H. Leics, 4, p.361; RBL, 3, p.303 
32. RBL, 3, pp.99, 102, 112, 114, 128 
33. RBL, 3, p.253 
34. RBL, 3, p .302 
35. RBL, 3, p.166 (1576), p.253 (1589) 
36. RBL, 3, p.324 
37. TLAAS, 5 (1875-81), p.92 
38. RBL, 3, p.317 
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2. The Mayor's Parlour in the Guildhall; the door to the Muniment Room is on the right of the fireplace. 
Drawing by John Flower (1793-1861), frontispiece to James Thompson, History of Leicester, 1849 

office of the mayor's clerk, as it was later. It is apparent that need had arisen for more 
storage space, and the nest of boxes set up in the study in 1608-9 did not solve the 
problem; for in 1611-2 a carpenter was paid £3 3s. 6d. 'to make a conveynient roome 
in the towne hall to lay upp the Town Records'. 39 Perhaps it was at this date that the 
muniments began to be housed in the small room opening off the northwest corner of 
the Guildhall's western range; but this move may belong to 1636-7 when a wholesale 
rebuilding of the western arm was undertaken, involving the mayor's parlour on the 
ground floor, the chambers on the floor above it, and the buildings adjoining it.40 

This would have included the room later known as the muniment room, which opens 
off the right-hand side of the fireplace in the mayor's parlour: the parlour's carved and 
painted chimney-piece, mayor's seat, and panelling were also put in on this occasion. 
Another 'nest of boxes to putt writings in' was purchased in the same year: 41 its 
location was said to be in the chamber of the mayor's clerk (then Richard Martin). It 
may be that he had his desk in the new muniment room, for the custody of the records 
was his business, and in the 1870s such a nest of drawers still stood in this room, with 
documents still lying in them.42 

39. Records of the Borough of Leicester: being a series of extracts from the archives of the Corporation of Leicester, 
1603-1688, edited by H. Stocks, with the assistance of W. H. Stevenson [hereafter RBL, 4], p.132. 
Cambridge: University Press, 1923 

40. RBL, 4, p.293 
41. RBL, 4, p.292 
42. TI.AAS, 5 (1875-81), p.92 
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In 1572 the basic salary of the mayor's clerk had been raised from the 20s. allowed 
in 1379 to four nobles (26s. 8d.) a year: 'more wages than ever hath byn paide'. 43 

From this time the chamberlains became responsible for paying his salary, as well as 
his fee of 6s. 8d. as clerk of the peace and extra sums for writing and copying 
documents and when sent on journeys for the town. 44 The rise in salary came soon 
after the appointment of William Dethick who held the position for nearly forty years . 
In 1575 a further increase was granted 'for his better mayntenance': in future fees were 
to be paid to him whenever he administered the oath and recorded the name of a new 
member of the Twentyfour, the Fortyeight, or of any gild.45 Dethick was described by 
the Recorder (Richard Parkins) in 1592 as 'carefull and honest':46 his care for the 
town archives is apparent from their remarkable survival. It was one of his duties to 
produce both the originals and copies of documents when the town's business required 
them. In 1599 when Elizabeth I granted a new charter, a copy was needed in a hurry: 
two quires of paper were bought, and wood and coal provided 'for a fyar for them that 
satt upp to copie oute the said chartre', no doubt under Dethick's supervision. He had 
reason to be pleased with the new charter, for it gave a new title and status to his office 
and appointed him to the position for life (subsequent appointments were to be by the 
mayor and the Twentyfour, since 1589 called Aldermen). 47 The new title was 
'common clerk', but it was rarely used. Instead, Dethick and his successors were 
usually called 'town clerk'. A problem of nomenclature arises because, curiously, the 
title 'town clerk' was used for the Steward of the Honour of Lancaster in Leicester, 48 

who presided (by deputy) in the Castle court. This position had been held from the 
time of Edward IV by a nobleman of the Hastings family, on appointment by the 
Crown in virtue of the duchy of Lancaster. In 1597 Sir Edward Hastings (in return for 
a consideration of money, according to the mayor and burgesses) gave up his patent of 
appointment to the Stewardship so that Elizabeth I might grant it to the mayor of 
Leicester.49 This was not the end of the matter, for, despite Elizabeth I's grant, both 
the earl of Huntingdon, as High Steward of the duchy of Lancaster, and James I 
subsequently claimed the right to appoint the Town Steward; but even before the 
dispute was settled in 1609 (giving the corporation and the earl of Huntingdon the 
right to appoint alternately to the office), 50 the title of town clerk had been 
appropriated to the borough's common clerk, previously known as the mayor's clerk.51 

43. RBL, 3, p.137. Payment of the salary of 26s. 8d. is regularly recorded, e.g. in 1572-3, 1578-9, 1589-90, 
RBL, 3, pp.146, 180, 264. Miss Bateson's statement that the new salary was 33s. 4d., includes the clerk 
of the peace's fee of 6s. 8d., RBL, 3, p.xxviii. Dethick's handwriting in the Hall Book begins on 28 
February 1572; the rise in salary was agreed in September. 

44. RBL, 3, pp.167, 187, 220, 277 
45. RBL, 3, p.159 . The fee payable by the Twentyfour was 12d.; all others paid 6d. 
46. RBL, 3, p.278 
47. RBL, 3, pp.421, 362-3: the copy made in 1599 survives, with the original charter. Other references to 

Dethick's producing and copying documents occur in 1591, 1592, 1600, RBL, 3, pp.276, 281, 392 
48. For references in royal documents to the office of 'Steward or Town Clerk' of Leicester see RBL, 3, 

pp.148, 339; RBL, 4, pp .83-4 
49. RBL, 3, pp.339; J. Thompson, History of Leicester to the end of the seventeenth century, p.332. London: 

1849 
50. RBL, 4, pp.91-2 
51. The earliest extracts given in the Records of the Borough of Leicester which use the title 'town clerk' for 

Dethick and his successors belong to 1606-7, 1609, 1610-11, 1631 et seq., RBL, 4, pp.72, 96, 120, 
263, but it is likely that it was used from 1597 if not before (possibly in 1586 and 1592, RBL, 3, 
pp.226, 277, if these examples are not Miss Bateson's paraphrase) . Dethick was also referred to as the 
clerk of the mayor in 1607, RBL, 4, p.61 
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If from 1636 the town clerk's office was indeed in what was later known as the 
muniment room, which is not much more than 1 Oft by 11ft, it must have been 
crowded. An unwelcome clearance was effected in 1645 when Leicester was taken by 
the royalist army under Charles I and Prince Rupert, and the town archives were 
seized, together with the corporation's seal and insignia. Some documents were torn 
and some were lost, but most were bought back; the charters were recovered for £100 
and the seal for 5s. 52 An occasional stray deed turned up in subsequent years. 53 The 
town clerk recreated the Town Rental from the tattered remnant recovered from the 
cavaliers; the mayor joined in the task of sorting the piles of regained documents and 
tying them in bundles; two great chests were bought to put them in, and the broken 
door of the muniment room (then called the Charter House) was repaired.54 

Among the town clerk's archive activities was the production of documents when 
needed in lawsuits or to vindicate the town's privileges. 55 Perhaps as a result of the 
depredations of 1645, a particular care for their protection on such occasions becomes 
apparent. In 1660-1 when the Locked Book was sent to London by order of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, it was sewn up in a canvas covering for safe 
transport. 56 In 1692, a Common Hall was to be called to give directions and consent if 
it was found necessary to take Elizabeth I's charter to London; and in 1705, besides 
the town clerk, two chamberlains and one of the sergeants were to go with the 
corporation's books, records and charters to 'take care of them' when they were shown 
to the Committee of Privileges at Westminster.57 Members of the Common Hall 
needed to have ready access to the contents of the town's valued charters: in 1707 it 
was ordered that any not yet summarized in the Vellum Book were to be entered in it 
as soon as possible, and the Book was to lie on the Hall table for convenient 
reference. 58 

An increase in archive consciousness is demonstrated by decrees of the Common 
Hall which directed that documents were to be kept under authorized care and in 
good and accessible order. All rent rolls from 1660 onwards were to be 'delivered in to 
the Town Clerke to be kept in the Chamber as Records'. 59 From 1691 the aldermen 
were to inspect annually 'the bonds in the Charter House'; and on several occasions 
between 1704 and 1732 the mayor, the aldermen, and the Common Councilmen 
(from 1688 the usual name for the Fortyeight) were called on to assist the town clerk 
in putting the writings in the Charter House into order 'that they may be more readily 
found'. 60 In 1708 it was forbidden to remove any papers or parchments without 
leaving a receipt in the box, drawer or chest from which they had been taken. This 
applied to documents whose location had been changed as well as to those which were 
52. RBL, 4, p.343; Thompson, History, as n.49, p.471 
53. RBL, 4, p.378 
54. RBL, 4, pp.343, 363; Thompson, History, as n.49, pp.470-2 
55. RBL, 4, pp.139, 142; Records of the Borough of Leicester: Hall Books and Papers, 1689-1835, edited by 

G. A. Chinnery [hereafter RBL, 5], pp.13, 49, 51, 158, 178, 198. Leicester: University Press, 1965 
56. RBL, 4, p.478. This book had already been enlarged with extra vellum in 1626-7; and in 1677-8 it was 

given a new lock and hinges, RBL, 4, pp.239, 549 
57. RBL, 5, pp.13, 49 
58. RBL, 5, pp.52-3 
59. RBL, 4, pp.556 (c.1681) 
60. RBL, 5, pp.10, 45, 57-8, 114, 117. The name Common Councilmen was occasionally used in the 

1660s (RBL, 4, pp.506, 510), but came into general use from December 1684 when by Charles II's 
new charter the fortyeight were reduced to thirtysix. The reduction was shortlived Games II restored 
their ancient charters to Leicester and other corporations in September 1688) but the name remained 
in frequent use for the restored Fortyeight. 
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borrowed. A note was made in the Hall Book when records were taken out of the 
Charter House on official business, and returned;61 and when there were new 
accessions directions were given as to which particular box in the Charter House they 
were to be placed in.62 By 1730 the corporation was aware of a need for an up-to-date 
catalogue of the muniments: the town clerk was to make one, and authorized to call to 
his assistance at least three of the aldermen and Common Councilmen each day until 
the task was completed.63 It is likely that the care shown for the town archives in the 
first half of the eighteenth century was spurred by the dedicated enthusiasm of the 
antiquary Samuel Carte, who was vicar of St Martin's from 1700 to his death in 17 40. 
The vicar's house was conveniently next door to the town hall (the small window of 
the muniment room looked out on his garden); and he also rented from the 
corporation a chamber which was part of the town hall and linked his house to it 
through a door at the top of the stairs. 64 For his intended publication on the history of 
Leicester, Carte amassed an extensive collection of transcripts and extracts (later used 
by Nichols), not only from the Locked Book, and, apparently, the Vellum Book 
(which he called the Corporation Book of References), 65 the Town Book of Acts, and 
the Hall Books, but also from original charters in the chest in the Charter House, files 
in the town clerk's chamber, Hall papers, and even some of the rolls of Chamberlains' 
Accounts. 

Carte's researches into the records, like those, later in the century, ofJohn Throsby, 
parish clerk of St Martin's from 1770 to his death in 1803, can only have been feasible 
with the goodwill of the town clerk, their custodian. At the beginning of the eighteenth 
century the town clerk's salary was still 26s. 8d., as it had been since 1572. To this the 
corporation had added a free gift of £2 13s. 4d. a year; and there were various extra 
fees (6s. 8d. as clerk of the peace, 20s. for taking the coroner's inquest, and 14s. for 
proclaiming fairs and markets), payments for writing (including £2 for the Rent Roll, 
£3 6s. 8d. for the Chamberlains' Accounts, and some 3s. 4d. to 4s. 6d. for each letter), 
and allowances (for fuel 5s., later 6s. 8d.; and for ink and paper 6s. 8d., raised in 1700 
to 10s.). Altogether, he seems to have received in 1708 about £12 10s. a year.66 By 
1729 his basic salary of 26s. 8d. had been increased to £5, and he retained all the other 
payments. Some of these increased slightly over the years, but he was still receiving 
less than £ 1 7 a year at the end of the century. 67 Despite the low salary, town clerks of 
the eighteenth century tolerated and even made welcome the extra demands on their 
61. RBL, 5, pp.SS, 102, 115, 121, 158 
62. RBL, 5, pp. ll5, 196,310 
63 . RBL, 5, p.ll4 
64. Records of the Borough of Leicester: the Chamberlains' Accounts, 1689-1835, edited by G. A. Chinnery 

[hereafter RBL, 6], pp.62, 109. Leicester: University Press, 1967. The chamber Carte rented may have 
been the small room over the muniment room: it has a door and stair now leading into the custodian's 
conage. 

65. Carte 's unusual name for what must be the Vellum Book no doubt accounts for the statement by 
Jeaffreson in 1881 that Carte (like other antiquaries) had not seen it. The name seems to derive from 
the Hall Book's direction in 1707 that it was to lie on the table for reference; and Carte translated from 
it two charters, one of Robert earl of Leicester ( 1191-1204) and the other of Simon de Montfort 
(1239), which appear only in the Vellum Book, RBL, 1, pp.4-6, 38-9; and were subsequently printed 
from Carte's MS by J. Nichols, History and antiquities of the county of Leicester, 1.2, pp.358, 361. 
London: John Nichols, 1815, reprinted 1971. Nevertheless it is strange that Carte did not transcribe 
·other documents from the Vellum Book: perhaps it was rarely spared from the Hall table. 

66. RBL, 6, pp.98-101. In 1688 payments to the town clerk in the published Chamberlains' Account 
amounted to £10 10s. RBL, 6, pp.40, 42, 43, 47. For the increased paper allowance, RBL, 5, p .33 

67. RBL, 6, pp.146, 148 (1729). In 1792 recorded payments to the town clerk amounted to £16 lls. 8d. 
plus 13s. 4d. for pens and paper and 2s. for a ribbon -for the charter, RBL, 6, p.289 
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time and knowledge made by scholars interested in the archives in their care. John 
Nichols was proud to call John Herrick, town clerk from 1764 to 1791, his friend. 68 

John Herrick's son William was said to have discharged his duties as town clerk (1791-
1813) with ability and integrity. No doubt this included his responsibility for the 
town's records; but it was the quantity of legal business that he conducted for the 
corporation in the first decade of the nineteenth century which caused his salary to 
leap in 1811 from the basic £5 (£16 14s. 8d. with the extras) to £200.69 His duties 
still included producing original documents when required, providing copies of them, 
and arranging them in order, and also indexing the Hall Books; but his successor made 
large additional charges for these operations: for instance, £134 8s. in 1824 and £150 
in 1828.70 

Custody of the archives, for so long an unpaid extra to the town clerk's duties, had 
become costly; and with increased cost came a tremor of concern for the suitability of 
their storage arrangements. In 1830 there was a proposal to make a fire-proof Charter 
House. 71 But in the early 1830s the unreformed corporation of Leicester and its 
rapacious town clerk Thomas Burbidge (who succeeded William Herrick in 1813) had 
more pressing preoccupations and little inclination for expenditure on unremunerative 
improvements. Consequently, nothing was done: and when in 1844 James Thompson 
sought to consult the borough records for his history of Leicester, although he received 
every courtesy from Burbidge's post-reform successor Samuel Stone, he found chaos 
in the Charter House. 'Charters, guild rolls, manuscript letters and papers were 
scattered in profusion about the Muniment Room'; and it was not from fire (as had 
been suggested in 1830) that the records were at risk but from damp. Afew years later 
William Kelly, who began to read the Chamberlains' Accounts in 184 7, found them 
'lying in a confused mass, mixed with other papers, in a comer of the muniment-room, 
a prey to rats and saturated with moisture, caused by the overflowings of a water-butt 
filtrating through the porous stone wall of the building; owing to which the contents of 
some of the documents were hopelessly effaced, whilst others were rotting away and 
crumbled under the touch' . 72 

Kelly blamed the unreformed corporation for its jealous secrecy in keeping the 
archives from outside scrutiny. In contrast, the new Town Council readily agreed to 
expenditure on their preservation proposed by Thompson, and organized by himself 
and Kelly 'as a labour of love'. By 1849 the process of binding into books the loose 
working papers of the Common Hall was well under way; and the resulting volumes, 
together with the Chamberlains' Rolls from Elizabeth I to George III were to be 
removed from the damp Charter House to dry storage in the Town Museum. 73 

Leicester's Museum had only just opened. It owed its origin to the town's Literary 
and Philosophical Society, itself founded in 1835, which since the Museums Act of 

68. Nichols, History and antiquities, as n.65, 1.2, p.454. Other town clerks of the period of Carte's and 
Throsby's researches were Edward Jevon (1695-1702), John Boley (1702-15), Thomas Jourdain 
(1715-45) and Thomas Herrick (1745-64) . 

69. RBL, 5, p.389. In this report of 1811 his pay was said to have remained at £16 14s. 8d. for a hundred 
years, RBL, 5, p .388. When his salary was raised to £200 the extra payments ceased, RBL, 5, p.527 

70. RBL, 5, p.393; RBL, 6, pp.352, 538 nn.72, 73 
71. RBL, 5, p .484 
72. Thompson, History, as n.49, p.viii; W . Kelly, Notices illustrative of the drama and other popular 

amusements, chiefly in the 16th and 17th centuries ... extracted from the Chamberlains' Accounts and other 
MSS of the Borough of Leicester, p.vi. London: John Russell Smith, 1865 

73. Thompson, History, as n.49, p.ix. Thompson stated that the Chamberlains' Accounts had been 
deposited in the Museum, but Kelly in 1851 said that they remained in the Guildhall, see below n . 75 
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1846 had been urging the corporation to establish a free museum for the town. The 
Society had successfully opened to the public its own small museum in Wellington 
Street in 1842, and offered to give the collection of some 10,000 exhibits to the town if 
a suitable building was provided for it. Eventually, in 1848 the corporation bought and 
adapted for the purpose the Proprietary School in New Walk which had recently 
closed. It opened as a museum in June 1849, the Society having undertaken to appoint 
Honorary Curators and to provide 50 guineas a year for the salary of a paid Curator.74 

Improving the condition of the town archives had not been a consideration in the 
founding of the Museum, and in the event only the bound volumes of Hall Papers (24 
volumes were completed by 1851) and some ancient charters found their way there; 
the rest of the records, including the 38 volumes of Chamberlains' Accounts, remained 
in the Guildhall. William Kelly, Honorary Secretary of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society in 1851, appeared satisfied with this arrangement. He also mentioned, in a 
paper read to the Society in that year, the recent discovery in a box at the [old] 
Exchange (where the corporation had offices on the upper floor), of the Vellum Book, 
the Town Book of Acts, and two other of the town's manuscript cartularies, which had 
been missing for several years. 75 

Kelly's paper of 1851 described the chief classes of documents in the town archives, 
deplored their limited use by local historians, and demonstrated the fascinating nature 
of their contents by presenting material on Sports and Pastimes in the Olden Time, 76 

Popular punishments now Obsolete, and the Chapel of Our Lady formerly on the Old 
West Bridge. Although the Literary and Philosophical Society made no move as an 
institution, the interest of individuals was aroused. Expression of the resulting 
conviction that the town's valuable records should be more suitably and accessibly 
housed was perhaps delayed because since 1845 the corporation had been proposing 
to build a new town hall: a project which was discussed intermittently for the next 
twenty years. Meanwhile, in 1855 the Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeological 
Society (later called the Leicestershire Archaeological Society, and, from its centenary 
in 1955, the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society) was founded. In 
1864 it was this Society which took the initiative in bringing pressure to bear on the 
Town Council to include a proper muniment room in the new town hall. 

In its address to the corporation, the Society acknowledged the work of 
conservation done by Thompson and Kelly 'some years before'. It is unlikely that 
these two had allowed the leaking waterbutt to remain immediately outside the wall of 
the muniment room, but the archives were still suffering from the effects of damp 
which it was 'next to impossible to drive from the room', and there were still many 
documents which had 'not yet been examined and arranged' . It was therefore urged 
that 'in the future Town Hall of Leicester a room properly arranged and ventilated' 
should be provided for the records, and an honorary keeper be appointed .77 

74. F . B. Lott, The Centenary Book of the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society, pp.35-7, 48-52 . 
Leicester: W. Thomley, 1935. The Society also made generous grants for the purchase of appropriate 
exhibits, including the Roman pavement found in Jewry Wall Street, which it paid for by annual 
instalments of £5 over 20 years, Report and a Selection of Papers of the Leicester Literary and Philosophical 
Society, (1855), p .27 

75. Report of the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society, as n.74, pp.33-5. Samuel Carte used these 
records (1700-1740), but they were not seen by Throsby (1770-1803) nor apparently subsequently 
until this discovery (see n .65 above) 

7 6. This section of Kelly's paper gave a foretaste of the subject of his later book, Notices illustrative of the 
drama, as n. 72 

77. TLAAS, 2 (1860-4), p .289 
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Nevertheless, nothing was done until after the new Town Hall had opened in 1876 
and the corporation's working papers were removed from the Guildhall. In August 
1877 Mr Alderman Burgess drew attention to the problem of the archives, which he 
described as being 'in a very disgraceful state' and 'suffering from damp, rain and the 
ravages of rats'. 78 It would appear that the roof of the Guildhall had been neglected 
when a new Town Hall was in prospect, and the rain had penetrated down into the 
muniment room. 

James Thompson had died a few months earlier, but William Kelly was co-opted 
on to a committee with Alderman Burgess, Alfred Paget and William Kempson to 
advise on the future destination of the archives. As in interim measure, the 
documents were moved into a spare room on the top floor of the new Town Hall, 
dusted, and sorted. Kelly wrote for advice to Sir Thomas Duffus Hardy at the Public 
Record Office in London, and received a helpful reply. An inspector would be sent by 
the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts to make a report on the Leicester 
records; and if the corporation should afterwards wish him to arrange them in 
consultable order, he would undertake this at the town's expense. Kelly's assistance 
was welcomed by the Commission's inspector, John Cordy Jeaffreson, who referred 
to him as 'my cordial coadjutor'; and the work done by 'the two comrades in 
historical service', Thompson and Kelly, in classifying and arranging the records and 
purging them from 'moth and mould' handsomely acknowledged in the resulting 
Report.19 Jeaffreson worked fast. It took him six weeks to go through some twelve 
thousand documents formerly housed in the Guildhall in what he described as a 
'darksome and narrow closet' and identified as 'a small room leading from the 
Mayor's Parlour, having a grated window looking into a detached part of the burial 
ground of St Martin's Church'.80 His verdict on it as a muniment-room was 'dark 
and insufficient'; and on 1 January 1878 his recommendations for a new one were 
presented to the Town Council. By July 1878 Alderman Paget could report that 'a 
fireproof Muniment Room for the reception of the Records' had been 'constructed in 
the New Town Hall, and fitted up according to the suggestions of Mr Jeaffreson, who 
has superintended their arrangement'. Pending the publication of the Commission's 
Report, an Index to the Ancient Manuscripts of the Borough of Leicester, compiled by 
Jeaffreson who had put them in order and labelled them, was published by the 
Corporation in 1878. Besides descriptive labels, Jeaffreson had provided a Double 
Index and numerals painted on the falling fronts of the locked compartments in the 
new muniment room to facilitate consultation of the records. Previously, the labour 
of discovering the town's history from the mass of unarranged documents had been 
so arduous and fortuitous that what Jeaffreson named 'the Great Charter of Leicester' 
(granted by Edmund Crouchback, earl of Leicester, in 1277) had remained 
unknown, as had the earliest rolls of the merchant gild. When the official Report was 
published in 1881, Jeaffreson could congratulate the corporation not only on the 
possession of records that would 'endure comparison with the muniments of any 
provincial borough in Great Britain', but also on the excellence of the arrangements 
for their future preservation in the new Town Hall. 

78. TLAAS, 5 (1875-81), p.93 
79 . 'Report on the manuscripts of the Corporation of Leicester', Eighth Report of the Royal Commission on 

Historical Manuscripts. Appendix Pt.l, Section 2, of 3 vols in 5. pp.xvi, 403b-44lb. London: HMSO, 
1881 

80. The cemetery of St Martin's was extended to this site in 1760, when the house in which the vicars of St 
Martin's had lived until then was pulled down to make way for it, V.C.H . Leics, 4, p.366 
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Preservation of the archives, and the publication of Jeaffreson's guide to them, were 
means to an end: to make them accessible for historical study. Indeed, Jeaffreson 
appended to his Index careful instructions for mastering medieval calligraphy by using 
the transcripts, extensions and translations of selected documents included in the 
volume. Presumably he visualized scholars working in Leicester's muniment room. 
But when, as the result of a suggestion made by Canon (later Archdeacon) Stocks to 
the Literary and Philosophical Society in 1894, the corporation agreed in 1896 to 
undertake the publication of the borough records, the choice of a Cambridge 
medievalist, Mary Bateson, as editor involved the removal of the early records to 
Cambridge, where they remained on temporary deposit while her work proceeded. 
Volume one (1103-1327) of the Borough Records appeared in 1899, volume two 
(1327-1509) in 1901 and volume three (1509-1603) in 1905. Archdeacon Stocks's 
daughter, Helen, completed the first series with volume four (1603-1689) in 1923. 

The Town Hall muniment room provided a repository for the archives of the town. 
But local historical interests were not confined to the corporation and its properties. A 
number of scholarly members of the Leicestershire Archaeological Society had been 
making collections of abstracts from original documents and of original manuscripts 
relating to the history of the county. Among these individuals was George Francis 
Farnham of Quorn who, when A. Hamilton Thompson left the midlands for the 
University of Leeds in 1922, became editor of the Society's Transactions, 81 then 
Chairman of its General Committee and its acknowledged leader. In 1929-30 he 
published four volumes of his Leicestershire Village Notes, a work which Hamilton 
Thompson considered would remain a permanently authoritative source of reference 
since it allowed the documents to speak for themselves. 82 Farnham had for years been 
pressing for a muniment room for county records. William Kelly had had the same 
idea, and had encouraged private deposits of such documents in the then newly
opened Town Museum. Farnham did the same. The new Museum's catalogue of 
manuscripts in 1849 contained only two entries: but since then its collection had been 
modestly extended by deposits and bequests. A turning-point came in 1928, when the 
Frederick Merttens collection of Rothley Temple Records, some 1500 items relating 
to the manor and soke of Rothley, was offered to the Museum on condition that a 
strong room would be provided to contain it. This spurred the Society, ably led by 
Farnham and impressively backed by Lord Hanworth, Master ofthe Rolls, one of the 
Society's Vice-Presidents, to press the Town Council to include a muniment room in 
the proposed three-storey extension ( designed by Albert Herbert) on the north-west 
side of the Museum. On 17 May 1930, two years before the official opening of the 
new block, the muniment room was opened by Lord Han worth. 83 

From this moment the custody of archives changed in Leicester, for the Museum 
not only had a new muniment room, officially recognized by the Master of the Rolls as 
a repository for manorial records, but also Leicester's first professional archivist. 
Farnham was co-opted on to the committee which appointed Ann Deeley, M.A., who 
was described to the Leicestershire Archaeological Society as 'thoroughly conversant 
with the care and cataloguing of ancient books and documents, and competent to help 

81. Farnham began a new series of Transactions with volume 12, for 1921-2. The Society changed its name 
to the Leicestershire Archaeological Society with this volume. 

82. TI.AS, 16 (1929-31), p.15; TI.AS, 17 (1932-3), pp.166-7 
83. TI.AS, 17 (1932-3), pp.xxiv, 163; TI.AS, 19 (1936-7), p.xxxv; TI.AS, 20 (1937-9), p .147; Leicester 

Museum and Art Gallery, Department of Archives, City of Leicester Museum, 1849-1949, pp.11-12. 
Leicester: the Museum, 1949 
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all who wish to carry on research' . 84 In 1932 Miss Deeley gave the Society a private 
viewing of the muniment room and a lecture on its documents. By then both Farnham 
and the Rev. W.G. Dimock Fletcher had added to the manuscript collection. The 
Fletcher documents alone amounted to 450 items; and when Farnham died in 1933 
he bequeathed to the muniment room the rest of his large accumulation of books, 
documents, and notebooks. 85 It was only gradually that the borough records found 
their way from the Town Hall to the new and professionally-staffed archive office in 
the Museum. Most of the Hall Books and most of the bound Hall Papers and 
Chamberlains' Accounts were moved there in 1932; but the rest were still in the Town 
Hall when the war began in 1939 and the most precious were found a safer retreat in 
the country.86 

Although the custodian of the Museum's muniments was a professional in the sense 
that she had made archives her profession, there were at this time no recognized 
qualifications for archivists. Both Ann Deeley (1930-37) and Eleanor Cottrill (1937-
4 7) were pioneers. Informed common sense, imagination, and contrivance were 
needed to meet the demands of the moment. How Eleanor Cottrill rose to this 
challenge, taking custody of a wide range of historical documents in danger of 
destruction, conserving and repairing them by the only methods then available, 
creating a system of classification, and making them accessible for consultation, is 
described elsewhere in this volume in an obituary tribute to her by those who shared in 
this work, and carried her high standards of archive-keeping elsewhere. When she left 
Leicester for Winchester in 194 7, the Archive Department in the Museum had 
increased its holding from 16,000 to 200,000 documents. These included records of 
more than local importance. Notable acquisitions were the large collection of 
documents of the Leicester Archdeaconry, transferred in 1941 from the office of the 
Archdeaconry's Registrar in Leicester, 87 and the Leicestershire records of the Society 
of Friends. 

At this time, the muniment room in the Museum was the repository for archives of 
both city and county. The Town Hall still held the bulk of the borough records; but 
the Museum housed many bound volumes of Hall Books, Hall Papers and 
Chamberlains' Accounts, and the Locked Book, the Town Book of Acts and the Oath 
Book: further deposits of town records were likely to occur (as they did in 1951-2). It 
was Eleanor Cottrill's hope that the administrative archives of the county would also 
be placed in the same repository. But in 1947, when she was soon to leave Leicester, a 
separate County Record Office was established in the basement of the County Offices 
in Grey Friars. Its object was not only to reorganize the County Council and Quarter 
Sessions Records but also to preserve other records of the county. It too, like the 
Archive Office in the Town Museum, was recognized by the Master of the Rolls as a 

84. TLAS, 17 (1932-3), p.163 
85. TLAS, 17 (1932-3), pp.xxiii, 86, 154-71; TLAS, 19 (1936-7), pp.34-78 
86. Department of Archives, The Records of the Corporation of Leicester, p.4. Leicester Museums and Art 

Gallery, 1956. Some more Chamberlains' Accounts (of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries), 
missing since 1835 and thought to have been destroyed by the unreformed corporation, were 
discovered in the City Treasurer's department in 1951 and transferred to the Museum (TLAS, 28 
(1952), p.95), but the main collection of the borough records up to 1836 was not moved there until 
1952. 

87. The Leicestershire Archaeological Society, and in particular Henry Hartopp, Assistant Secretary of the 
Society, and Canon Foster were instrumental in arranging in 1924 the transfer of the Leicester 
Archdeaconry Records from Lincoln to the Archdeaconry Registry in Leicester, TLAS, 13 (1923-4), 
p .xix 
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repository for manorial documents. Mrs Cottrill herself, and her successors co
operated loyally with the new Record Office and the Records Committee of the 
County Council; but even before the end of the first decade, when the staff of the 
County Record Office were mainly preoccupied with the County Council's own 
records, the two offices were overlapping in their quest for deposits of the historical 
documents of the county. 

Postscript88 

In 1951 a plan for uniting the two Record Offices was agreed but not implemented. 
The County Record Office rapidly outgrew its accommodation in Grey Friars, despite 
acquiring extra rooms there on the ground floor, and an outlying storage room in the 
Castle. In 1953 a house (no. 57) in New Walk was purchased for adaptation to hold 
the office's historical records and provide room for the increasing number of 
researchers: it opened in 1956. Similar problems of accommodating both records and 
readers were facing the Museum's Archive Department. It too resorted to an outstore 
for documents. When the reorganization resulting from the Local Government Act of 
1972 precipitated the union of the two Record Offices, 89 both were in need of more 
space. Extensions to 57 New Walk began in August 1972; but when from 1974 it 
became the base for the joint office, the existing outstores and extra ones, besides the 
muniment rooms in the Museum, solved the problem of shelf-space only temporarily. 
The imminent move to the former All Saints School in Wigston Magna, where four 
miles of shelving are needed for the archives, and another mile for books, maps, and 
audio-visual materials, besides rooms for researchers and ancillary services, will at last 
bring together the archive collections for Leicester's history. Archive custody has come 
a long way since the community chest and the mayor's clerk held the town charters in 
1272; but its basic principles are constant: to keep safe the writings and put them into 
order that they may be more readily found. 

Personal details 

Mrs A.KB. Evans, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A. , F .R.Hist.S., 
Department of History, University of Leicester. 

88 . This article was written as an obituary tribute to Eleanor Cottrill, who left Leicester in 1947: 
consequently tbe brief survey of developments since tbat date is a postscript only, which does not 
attempt to do justice to tbe work of later custodians oftbe archives. 

89. The change of Leicester's status from a County Borough to a District Couµcil led to the County 
Council's becoming responsible for tbe administration of all tbe archives oftbe county. 


